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OF 

BOSMERE  AND  CLAYDON. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Bosmere  and  Claydon  Rural 
District  for  1925.  In  accordance  with  instructions  in 
“ Circular  648  ” from  the  “ Ministry  of  Health  ” dated  10th 
December,  1925,  the  Annual  Report  for  1925,  is  to  be  a 
“Survey  Report.”  That  is  the  report  should  deal  with 
(a)  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the  preceeding  five 
years,  and  (b)  should  contain,  as  a minimum,  information 
in  regard  to  matters  specified  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Circular. 

I.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  58,841. 

Population  (census  1921)  13,775.  '] 

„ (Estimated  for  mid-year  1925)  14,180. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  District  is  situated  in  East  Suffolk  and  consists  of  37 
parishes.  It  is  intersected  by  the  River  Gipping,  dividing  the 
district  into  a Western  and  Eastern  portion.  The  main  part  of  the 
district  is  on  a chalk  formation.  The  soil  is  mixed,  beds  of  clay, 
gravel  or  sand  overlying  the  chalk  layers.  The  chalk  lies  at  a depth 
of  60  feet  on  the  Western  border,  is  worked  on  the  surface  at 
Claydon  and  Coddenham,  and  is  about  140  feet  below  the  surface  at 
the  Eastern  border.  The  average  rainfall  is  23  inches. 

With  the  exception  of  Bramford,  where  there  are  Artificial 
Manure  Works,  and  Claydon  (Cement  and  Steel  Piling  Factories) 
the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  mostly  agricultural. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  3421. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3445. 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  £79,605. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (1925)  £237. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births 


Total 

288 

11 


M 

150 

6 


F 

138 

5 


■ Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  (1925  population)  20’3. 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  1925  18*3. 

Total  Deaths  192  (Male  103,  Female  89). 

Death  Rate  (1925  population)  13’5. 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  1925  12’2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  13  (1  illegitimate) 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1000  births  45T. 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1000  England  and  Wales  75. 


Causes  of  Sickness. 

In  the  early  part  of  1925  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Influenza, 
involving  a good  many  of  the  County  Council  Schools;  this  and 
Measles  caused  a high  percentage  of  absentees  in  the  Schools 
especially  Needham  Market,  Earl  Stonham  and  Creeting;  but  the 
Influenza  was  not  of  a severe  type. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  one  of  these  was  not  confirmed 
Bacteriologically. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Pneumonia. 


II.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREAS. 


Hospitals. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  Cases  from  the  area  mostly  go  to  Ipswich 
Sanatorium,  and  Normanston  Hospital,  Lowestoft. 

(2)  Maternity.  There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  or  home  in 
the  district. 

(3)  Children.  Children  are  treated  at  Ipswich  Hospital. 

(4)  Fever.  The  Bosmere  and  Claydon  R.  D.  Council  have 
an  “ Infectious  Diseases  Hospital”  at  Barham,  with  accommodation 
for  20  cases.  This  Hospital  when  beds  are  available  also  admits 
cases  from  2 neighbouring  Rural  Districts  (Cosford  and  Samford). 

(5)  Small  Pox.  Arrangements  are  made  to  take  cases  at 
Ipswich  Small  Pox  Hospital.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Small 
Pox  notified  during  the  last  5 years. 


(6)  There  Is  a Children’s  Home  at  Needham  Market,  which 
during  the  year  has  been  transferred  to  a more  Commodious 
Home.  There  is  also  a Child  Welfare  Centre,  supported  by  the  Red 
Cross  Association,  at  Needham  Market.  Clinics  are  held  on  the 
1st  and  3rd  Mondays  each  month. 

The  “ R.D.C.”  have  a Horse  Ambulance  for  Infectious  Cases. 
A Motor  Ambulance  can  be  hired  (aj  for  Infectious  Cases  from 
the  East  Suffolk  County  Council;  (hj  for  Sickness  and  Accident 
Cases  from  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  Ipswich. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

A part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (“  D.P.H.”)  and  a whole- 
time Sanitary  Inspector  (with  qualification  of  the  Sanitary  Institute, 
London). 

Professional  Nursing. 

There  are  5 “District  Nurses,’’  also  practising  as  Midwives, 
they  are  attached  to  the  Suffolk  Nursing  Association,  but  partially 
supported  also  by  voluntary  (area)  Nursing  Associations. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  provided 
for  by  the  East  Suffolk  County  Laboratory  at  Ipswich.  Chemical 
Analysis  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst  at  Norwich. 
Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

There  are  no  waterworks  in  the  district,  but  Bramford  is 
supplied  from  the  Ipswich  mains.  The  Council  have  provided  and 
maintain  several  public  wells  and  pumps  in  the  majority  of  the 
villages  in  the  area.  (See  Annual  Report  1923  Appendix).  There  is 
a sufficiency  in  most  areas,  though  the  quality  is  inipaired  by  hard- 
ness (chalk),  and  usually  also  by  iron  salts.  The  Council  have 
recently  provided  good  supplies  (deep  bores)  at  Stonham  Aspal  and 
Middlewood  Green. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Gipping  flows  through  the  district,  it  is  considerably 
contaminated  by  trade  wastes  in  Stowmarket,  before  it  enters  the 
district,  and  takes  the  drainage  of  Needham  Market,  only  partially 
dealt  with  by  sedimentation  tanks. 

The  contamination  of  the  River  Deben  at  Debenham  has  had 
attention  at  intervals  from  the  Council ; and  a concrete  channel  has 
been  made  to  facilitate  the  flow  of  the  sewer  outlet  below  the  town. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector's  Report,  1925. 

Water  Supplies. 

During  the  past  year  all  water  supplies  have  been  well  main- 
tained. Although  the  cost  of  the  Middlewood  Green  Water  Supply, 
which  is  from  a bore-hole  in  the  chalk  to  a depth  of  310  feet,  was 
finally  very  expensive,  it  has  maintained  its  efficiency  throughout  the 
year  with  a very  small  cost  of  maintainance.  The  Needham  Market 
supplies,  from  bore-holes  in  the  chalk,  have  also  been  well  maintained 
with  very  little  cost  for  repair.  There  are  still  villages  in  the  District 
where  the  question  of  a Public  water  supply  requires  attention,  but 
owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  villages  the  cost  at  present 
would  be  prohibitive. 

Drainage. 

Crowfield  ditch  drainage,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
Council  decided  to  carry  out  this  drainage  work,  which  has  been 
referred  to  for  many  years  in  these  Reports.  The  Council  decided  to 
lay  a drain  in  this  ditch,  to  take  away  the  drainage  from  the  adjoining 
cottages  to  a suitable  outfall.  The  work  is  not  quite  completed,  but 
should  prove  satisfactory.  In  the  parish  of  Debenham  the  sewer 
outfall  has  received  attention.  The  Cookshill  ditch  which  became  a 
trouble  every  two  or  three  years,  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out 
and  filled  in  with  ballast  to  the  necessar}^  falls  to  take  the  drainage 
which  is  discharged  into  the  ditch  to  the  main  outfall.  The  Claydon 
sewer  outfall  and  settling  tank  has  been  cleaned  out  and  is  at  present 
satisfactory. 

Scavenging. 

This  work  at  Needham  Market  is  now  being  carried  out  in  a 
more  satisfactory^  manner.  A new  incinerator  has  been  built  and  the 
weekly  collection  of  refuse  will  in  future  be  burnt  immediately  after 
collection.  In  the  greatly  increasing  parish  of  Bramford  the  question 
of  scavenging  will  in  due  course  have  the  consideration  of  the 
Council.  It  is  anticipated  that  a large  number  of  cottages  will  be 
erected  in  this  parish  in  1926  with  rather  closely  confined  back 
gardens,  which  will  necessitate  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and 
contents  of  pail  closets. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Most  of  the  closets  in  the  District  are  pail  closets.  There  are 
still  several  privy  vaults  existing  in  the  smaller  villages ; but  it  must 
be  considered  that  where  there  is  insufficient  land  to  deal  with  the 
contents  of  the  pail  system,  and  where  there  is  no  weekly  collection, 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  allow  the  vaults  to  exist,  if  they  are  emptied 
at  reasonable  times,  and  kept  dry.  More  instructions  as  to  the 
necessity  of  lids  (in  both  systems)  is  required. 


IV.— HOUSING. 


(I.)  (a)  There  is  still  a considerable  shortage  of  cottages  in 

this  district  in  nearly  every  village. 

(h)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  are 
making  a separate  inspection  of  each  village,  following  a 
report  from  each  representative  on  the  Council  of  the 
housing  conditions  in  their  parishes. 

(II.)  There  are  several  cases  of  overcrowding  existing,  partly 

due  to  the  shortage  of  cottages,  and  partially  to  higher  rents 
encouraging  poorer  families  to  take  in  too  many  lodgers. 
Some  of  the  latter  cases  have  been  remedied,  by  better 
distribution. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

(III.)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  is  improving, 
and  more  3-bedroomed  cottages  are  being  built  now,  in  place 
of  the  old  1 and  2-bedroomed  type,  which  in  the  majority  of 
cases  was  quite  inadequate. 

{b)  The  defects  are  mostly  damp  walls,  damp  floors, 
delapidated  roofs,  and  windows  which  were  already  too  small 
being  made  worse  by  the  tenants  boarding  up  broken  panes. 

(c)  Tbe  defects  are  due  largely  to  the  impossibility  of 
making  effective  repairs  at  a reasonable  cost.  The  cottages 
become  so  delapidated  during  the  war,  and  post-war  period. 

Byelaws  Relating  to  Houses. 

(IV.)  The  existing  byelaws  (which  are  the  “Intermediate  Series”) 
have  been  revised,  and  are  still  carried  out  in  the  parishes  of 
Bramford,  Claydon,  Whitton,  and  Needham  Market.  The 
“Rural  Series”  are  to  apply  to  the  remaining  villages,  29  in 
number. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

(а)  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  34 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bramford  22  and  1 large  Bungalow 
Ashfield  1 Cottage 
Needham  Market  1 Cottage 

(б)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : — 

(i)  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  24 


1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  ...  320 

(2)  Number  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regulations 

1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

(3)  Number  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  10 

(4)  Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  36 

3.  A. — Proceedings  under  the  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  for  repairs  ...  ...  ...  • ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
formal  notice : — 

{a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(6)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  5 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

{h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  nil 

C — Proceeding  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  in  view  of 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

HERBERT  SMITH, 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Building  Inspector,  &c. 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

54  Cowhouses  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected  at  their 
respective  periods,  and  in  most  cases  have  been  kept  in  good  order. 
In  several  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  write  to  the  Cowkeepers 
calling  their  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  limewashing  and 
floors.  In  each  case  this  has  been  put  right  as  soon  as  possible. 

(b)  Meat. 

The  Meat  Regulation  Order  has  caused  a considerable  extra 
amount  of  work  for  the  Inspector  who  has  visited  the  licensed 
Slaughtered  Houses  once  every  week,  when  possible  on  the  killing 
day,  and  staying  to  inspect  the  meat  after  killing.  Most  of  the 
Butchers  in  the  District  have  complied  with  the  Meat  Regulation 
Orders.  145  lbs.  of  Chilled  Beef  and  1 Pig  has  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Number  of  private  Slaughter-houses  in  the  area. 


In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

1 

1 

2 

Licensed 

16 

19 

19 

Total  .. 

17 

20 

21 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses  8 in  number  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and 
have  been  maintained  in  a good  sanitary  condition.  During  the 
year  an  old  bakehouse  at  Coddenham  has  been  closed,  and  replaced 
by  a new  up-to-date  one. 

H.  SMITH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


VI.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERAL. 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  5 years  has 
been  remarkably  steady,  and  there  have  been  no  violent  outbreaks. 
Scarlet  Fever  has  maintained  an  average  incidence,  but  the  majority 
of  the  cases  have  been  mild;  and  there  has  been  no  mortality. 
There  has  only  been  1 case  in  1922  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
notified,  which  died.  Pneumonia  has  apparently  been  increasing, 
but  this  may  be  due  to  better  notification. 


I append  a table  of  these  notifications  since  1921. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

1921 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  30 

Diphtheria  ...  9 

Puerperal  Fever  — 

Pneumonia  ...  — 


1922  1923  1924 

29  28  35 

8 8 7 

1 — 2 

1 2 7 


1925 

36 

2 

3 

17 


I have  not  been  called  upon  to  make  any  vaccinations  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulation  1917.  There 
have  been  no  notifications  of  Small  Pox  during  the  5 years. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  J 

Hospital. 

Jeatlis. 

Not  in 
Hospital. 

Small  Pox  ... 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

32 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 Ipswich 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

2 

Hospital 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

3 

1 C’ls  Hos. 
1 Ips.  Hos. 

} ^ 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

— 

— 

11 

Er3'^sipelas  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

1 

1 

1 

2 

z. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

25 

4 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

1 

— 

— ' 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

10 

10 

3 

4 

8 

7 

1 

3 

VII.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
Incidence  (Cases  Notified)  of  the  following  Diseases  of  Children. 


1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

(notified) 

1 

Nil 

1 

Measles,  Mortality  only 

Nil 

2 

0 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  „ 

3 

0 

0 

1 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  „ 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Poliomj'elitis  (notified) 

Nil 

1 

0 

Nil 

General  Remarks. 

Building  activity  has  been  considerably  stimulated  by  the 
Government  subsidies,  a good  many  cottages,  bungalows  and  small 
villas  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  with  this  aid.  My 
Council  have  taken  the  shortage  of  houses  seriously  into  considera- 
tion, and  have  completed  10  new  Council  Houses  at  Needham 
Market  this  year;  and  now  own  84  cottages,  including  8 built  before 
the  war.  Next  year  they  have  plans  for,  and  hope  to  complete  30 
new  houses  (at  Barham,  Bramford,  and  Blakenham).  These  cottages 
are  being  erected  near  the  factories  where,  owing  to  the  wages  paid, 
they  can  be  let  at  nearly  an  economic  rent,  and  at  practically  no  cost 
to  the  rate-payers.  These  cottages  are  badly  needed  as  although  the 
general  condition  of  the  present  accommodation  is  better  than  that 
of  the  more  rural  part  of  the  District,  there  are  many  cases  of 
overcrowding,  and  of  more  than  one  family  living  in  a house.  There 
is  the  further  question  of  providing  cottages  to  take  the  place  of  the 
delapidated  hovels  now  occupied  by  many  agricultural  labourers  at 
a nominal  rent.  I have  given  this  problem  my  careful  considera- 
tion ; and  from  the  result  of  a “ Questionnaire  ” addressed  to  each 
District  Councillor,  and  my  own  enquiries,  I find  that  at  least  54  of 
these  cottages  are  urgently  required.  It  is  not  expected  that  a rent 
of  more  than  3/-  to  3/6  per  week  could  be  paid,  and  therefore  some 
of  the  annual  cost  must  necessarily  fall  on  the  rates.  I hope 
however  the  Council  will  decide  to  bear  this  expense  in  the  interests 
of  Public  Health,  otherwise  much  of  the  present  expenditure 
incurred  by  them  in  inspections  and  other  efforts  to  carry  out  their 
duties  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  will  be  wasted.  Further  the 
waste  due  to  sickness,  and  its  resultant  poverty,  should  be  lessened 
by  better  housing  conditions. 


In  November  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited 
Needham  Market,  and  made  a thorough  inspection  and  several 
valuable  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  health  and  amenities 
of  the  town.  Several  of  these  suggestions  (e.g.  the  provision  of  an 
incinerator,  and  of  dustbins  for  the  Council  Houses)  have  already 
been  taken  up;  and  others  (water  analysis,  private  dustbins,  etc.)  are 
shortly  to  be  carried  out. 

I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help 
(especially  for  answers  to  the  “Questionnaire”  on  housing  needs  in 
their  respective  parishes),  and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  constant  effort  to  get  more 
satisfactory  housing  conditions  in  the  District,  and  their  interest  in 
improvements  to  the  Infectious  Deseases  Hospital.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  done  conscientious  work  on  Meat,  Dairy  and  Cowshed 
Inspections,  etc.,  and  given  me  much  help  with  the  Housing 
Inspections. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GERALD  D.  SHANN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


